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The Statue of St James
The statue of St James was bought into Church in 2010 following a bequest left to the Parish by a former parishioner and his wife. Mark & Betty Roberts were longstanding members of the Church Community and their families thought that this statue was a fitting memorial to their lives here with us.




If we look behind us now we get a chance to see the organ up in the gallery. Again this is a well known instrument it is a Henry Wills Ш with Conacher pipework. It has been played by many of the black-country’s best known organists and was used by the organist of Ex-Cathedra for many of their concert recordings.
This is the third organ to be placed in St James the first arrived in 1849 at a cost of £200
The second in 1858 costing £495
[image: S4300025]And this present one fitted in time to commemorate the centenary of the churches consecration. It now costs us over £1000. each year simply to maintain it. How things have changed.

















The Stations of the cross which run around the walls are well worth a look at in more detail when you come to visit us. They are Belgium and are hand painted on Brass, we believe they are very fine example of there type.
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The Lady Chapel

The Lady Chapel is where we get a glimpse of the idea to change the building into a gothic styled church, It never really happened but if you look at the right hand side of the first window on the left you will see the proposed plans for St James.





The Chapel is now the home for the parish War memorial, a memorial to those who gave their lives. Each year on remembrance Sunday I conduct at the invitation of Wednesbury Royal British legion an act of remembrance at the Towns war memorial near the Library.

The Chapel was originally built as a memorial to John Nock Bagnall (high sheriff of Stafford) Foundation stones were laid for the Chapel and vestries on 30th July 1887 it cost £1516.5s and was paid for by Mrs JN Bagnall and Alderman Richard Williams (Mayor of Wednesbury). They were presented with handsome silver trowels. Jars were placed under the foundation stone containing copies of the three creeds, the local papers, parish magazine, a list of clergy and church officers and specimens of the newly minted jubilee coinage.

John Nock Bagnall was one of the first Catholic Anglican Laymen in the Church of England he bought the right to appoint the clergy of St James and after his death this right was place into the hands of trustees. This strategy was to ensure that forever the clergy of the parish would be catholic in doctrine, faith and in prayer. These in turn have left this right to others and the Rector of the Parish of St James & St John is still appointed in this way. (Indeed that is how I myself was appointed)

There is a brass memorial to John Nock Bagnall which is self explanatory and above it a statue of St Chad in Memory of Mary Ann Bagnall.

The Window nearest the altar contains in one light the Virgin holding the Christ Child and in the second St Ann with a group teaching her daughter The Blessed Virgin Mary. This window was given by school children from St James School, where we started our tour.

Above the Altar is a triptych which was donated anonymously in 1892. it consists of seven panels painted on mahogany by Mr EAF Prynne of London and Plymouth, he is the brother of the architect Robert Prynne. The Handsome carved frames are the work of a Mr Bridgman of Lichfield. The centre panel represents the Nativity showing the Holy Family in the stable at Bethlehem with shepherds and the magi approaching in adoration and homage in the panels either side. The 2 outer panels are filled with figures of angels.

In 2006 we had the painting cleaned and the gold leaf replaced I was able to ask a Rumanian friend of mine to come and do the work for us, Laurencio is the Chief Icon painter to the Bishop of Bucharest, he spent almost six weeks cleaning the dirt of ages and bringing back these wonderful pieces of art.

Above the altar are 4 statues given by the ward of St James Guild and St James men’s Bible class
Above that is a very effective Rose window showing the Virgin And finally in here you will see in the corner a small statue of Our lady of Walsingham, the parish still goes regularly on pilgrimage to the shrine of our Lady in Walsingham Norfolk and if you’ve never been I recommend a visit it is a most wonderful place of prayer, (Fr Phillip Husbands Rector of the Parish 1946 – 1980 was a guardian of the Shrine) England’s very own Nazareth.

Shall we now move into the Chancel can I just remind you that in the chancel on the High Altar we keep reserved the Blessed Sacrament of the Lord so if we could show a little respect, and quiet here it would be appreciated.








The Chancel
The Chancel was dedicated to Isabella Twigg Wife of the 1st rector Fr Richard Twigg (but I shall say more about him and his life here a little later) and on the side wall is a brass plate showing this dedication, the plate was originally found on the front step and removed to its present place when the carpet was laid in 2005.

The High Altar and paintings are in memory of those who died in the First World War.
The inscription reads “In Memoriam John Hayward, William Millner, Reginald Swallow, Requesant in Peace.

The Tabernacle containing the blessed Sacrament is in memory of Gavin Tenison Royle Knowles, a lieutenant in the 15th South Staffs Regiment He was born on April 9th 1895 and died in France on July 1st 1916
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The inscription written across the Altar means “and the word was made flesh” you can see that it also depicts the instruments of the Crucifixion. Nails etc.

The High Altar is used for most Sundays services and certainly for festivals and high days.

When we aren’t using this Altar a removable Alter is placed in the centre of the Chancel this allows the Mass to be said with the Priest facing the people.

Its worth noting at this point the small white candle burning on the altar this is to signify the presence of Christ as the light of the world, present in the blessed sacrament so if you ever go into a church and see this kind of light on a altar you will know that the sacraments are reserved there.

As you take a moment and look around the sanctuary you will notice high up a number of statues these were placed here in Fr Hopkins day. He was taken to court and ordered to remove them; he appealed and won the case sighting in his favour the statues on Lichfield Cathedral. As a compromise the statues had to be placed 12feet high so that they could not be worshiped by the congregation.

[image: S4300022]
The first is St George in memory of Betsy Knowles given by her son and his wife.

Next two angels

Then we have St David in memory of the Rectors Warden John Jones given by his son who was a former assistant curate.

On the other side is St Patrick given by Mary Struben in memory of her father Revd William Gordon Cole (former Rector 1846-56) The plaque below is also in his memory and used at some point to be on the floor if you look carefully you will see the shoeprints marked in the brass.
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Next above the door is St James in Memory of Edward & Nancy Guest given by their daughter.



And also here in memory of Edward Bernard Twigg the youngest son of Fr Richard and Isabella Twigg we have the statue of St Columba.




The Brass plaque you can also see in the chancel cost when new £15. its to the famous first rector of the parish Fr Richard Twigg. Richard Twigg served this Parish from 1853 – 1879 some 26yrs. He was a Yorkshire-man born in 1825 the youngest of a large family he began his working life as clerk in a Leeds office but soon decided his vocation was to the church. He was assistant curate to St James from 1853- 56 and on the death of Revd WG Cole was presented with the living by John Nock Bagnall He became Rector in 1866. Because he trained so many priests who took the faith to Walsall, Tividale and many parts of West Bromwich. He was often referred to as the Apostle of the Black-country.
Fr Twigg was also responsible for many of the big missions in London towards the end of the 19th Century. He was never honoured by the Church for his work but he was honoured with an honorary Masters Degree by his former Durham University.
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One who’s life was affected by Fr Twigg was Dora Pattison (Matron of Walsall Hospital in 1860 ) You may know her better as Sister Dora, on Sunday evening if non of her patients were in danger she would take the train to Wednesbury for evensong to hear Fr Twigg preach the Gospel of Christ.

It is said that when cholera broke out in Wednesbury and the wealthy and well to do fled to Rhyl to escape it was Fr Twigg and Sister Dora who stayed behind to offer what little comfort and support they could.



We will go and look now at the Holy Angels Chapel

The Statue of The Sacred Heart
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The Holy Angels Chapel

We are now looking at the Holy Angels Chapel take a moment to look at the wonderful ceiling and the exquisite stone work. The plaque shows that the chapel was given in memory of Geo____ and Henrietta Guy buy their daughter.


[image: 009]The original Organ used to be housed in this space and when it was moved to the gallery this chapel was created.


In here we keep the Holy Oils each year the Bishop consecrates and blesses oils to be used by the priest who look to him for help and support. These Oils are used by clergy for anointing at Baptisms, when someone is sick in Hospital or at home or in need of the Lords comfort at any time, It is also used for anointing the dying.

The memorial book on the other side records the names of the recently departed.

The Bishop of Ebbsfleet holds his Chrism Mass here at St James on Maundy Thursday each year and we hold the stock of Oils so that if clergy need more during a year they can come here to get more supplies.


The Churchyard

In 1851 a lot of work was done to enlarge the Churchyard so that it could house some 4000 souls Some of the Land was given by Sir Horace St-Paul Bart  and following his good example others benefactors came forward.

[image: Winter View (11)]As you leave the Church you get the opportunity to take a look at the Memorial stone on your left near the gates and whenever your feeling hard done to or depressed come back and read it again it records the deaths in one family many of who were children lost to Cholera, I will leave you to count the number. (However there are printed sheets containing the names that we have been able to make out if you would like to see it) ask one of the greeters next time you come.

In the Churchyard are also the grave stones of Richard and Isabella Twigg who we spoke about earlier its apparent from what I have read that she was quite a force in the Parish its recorded that at her funeral some 5 thousand people attended and Mr Boddington the Vicar had to stand on the wall to address the crowds, Possible the largest funeral ever in Wednesbury.

As well as these there is the Elwell Family Grave The Elwells were of course Spear & Jackson

There is a wonderful story associated with a small grave by the wall near the vestry entrance It’s the grave of one John Taylor who died in 1860. he was a poor invalid but he used his invalidity for the work of the Gospel its said he lived in the parish for many years and above his bed he painted a wonderful picture of Christ on the cross, He would spend hours each day kneeling in prayer at this picture and when he died its said Like our Patron St James his knees were hard and horny from the constant and prolonged praying.		Those were the days



I hope you have enjoyed our look at St James Church and one or two of its stories, Please feel free to pop down and visit us and take a look around this wonderful church. If you have any questions I will do my best to answer them for you.

Thank-you all very much
Fr Kevin Palmer Rector of St James Wednesbury
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